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Algorithm
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Subacute presentations for elective procedure (>48hrs):
Consult CAPS, Nextel 512-845-7179  x40290, fax referral 512-324-0611 or 
Email: ATX_CAPSClinic@usap.com

Evidence Based Outcomes Center

Urgently contact: 
 Anesthesia MD 1 Phone for consult, 512-791-3316
 Pediatric Oncologist on call

Pediatric Oncologist then to initiate multidisciplinary 
team huddle:

Pediatric Surgery, IR, PICU, CT surgery, ENT, 
circulating RN, Anesthesia

CONSIDER: 
What additional workup is needed: 
CT, ECHO, biopsy, LP, CVL placement , bone marrow 
biopsy, needed for CV surgery or CV anesthesia

DISCUSS:
Pre-procedure steroids, chemotherapy, radiation 

Diagnostic Evaluation: 
 Place IV
 Send labs: CBC, CMP, Type and Screen, Uric Acid, LDH, PT/

PTT, AFP, BHCG
 Obtain: CT neck/chest
 Perform: Echocardiogram

High Risk findings on 

investigations?

 Exit Pathway if
 Therapy not emergently needed
 Patient can be admitted to 

Oncology Floor

NO

YES

Anesthetic Management Goals 
 Need additional personnel present
 Maintain spontaneous ventilation
 Maintain patient’s position of comfort when recumbent

□  Consider lateral or prone for cardirespiratory 
decompensation

 Avoid positive pressure ventilation and muscle relaxants 
   if possible
 Biopsy under local anesthesia
 If impending respiratory collapse
         □ Intubate past obstruction
         □ Stent airway with rigid bronchoscope
 Initiate ECMO if impending cardiovascular collapse 
 Consider fluid bolus immediately pre-procedure if 
   tamponade present

Interventional plan and 
disposition decision

Transport to OR
 Order 2 units pRBCs,        

1 unit FFP on call

HIGH RISK
Includes any ONE of the following: 

Signs/Symptoms 
   > 3 symptoms of respiratory distress
   Upper body enema
   Inability to lie flat
   Orthopnea
Echocardiogram: 
   Pericardial effusion
   Pulmonary artery outflow obstruction
   Ventricular Dysfunction
   Cardiac compression
CT Scan: 
   Tracheal diameter <50% normal
   Mediastinal mass ratio >0.45%
   SVC or great vessel obstruction/displacement

Admit to PICU
 Initiate steroid or other 

bridging therapy
 Huddle to re-evaluate 

plan for OR

1

Huddle – In person or via zoom conference call during 
“daytime hours” unless patient is High Risk and 
consultants are contacted emergently overnight

1
1

Signs/Symptoms of 
respiratory distress/cardiovascular 

collapse?

YES -NO-
Patient is clinically

stable
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