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Initiate BCPAP 
+5cmH2O

INCLUSION CRITERIA

 All gestational ages <72 
hours of life

Assess and score patient 
within 1-2 hours upon 

admission

Is patient score <5 
and FIO2 <.40?

Is FIO2 < .30?
Is BCPAP 

less than or equal to 
5cm H2O

Notify Provider*NoYesYes

Wean by 1cm H2O

Maintain BCPAP level until 
discontinued by physician order

No

Score q6-8 hours until patient is 72 hours old

Will surfactant** 
be given?

Will patient be 
mechanically ventilated, 
placed on NIV or > 8 cm 

H2O?

No

Administer Curosurf: 
Initial dose: 2.5ml/kg

Subsequent dose: 1.25 ml/kg 

Assess and score q2 
hours x 2, then 

resume q6-8 scoring

No

Yes

D/C 
Protocol

Yes

Will patient 
extubate

BCPAP per 
provider order

Discontinue 
Protocol

No

Yes

Assess and score q2 
hours x 2, then 

resume q6-8 scoring

*Consider CXR, CBG/ABG 
**Consider surfactant for: 

     FlO2 > .40 and CO2 > 65 (if 
available), CXR consistent with RDS

EXCLUSION CRITERIA

 Infants >72 hours of life
 Significant cardiac 

instability
 Upper airway anomalies
 Congenital lung

malformations
 TE fistula
 Gastroschisis
 CPAP < 4cm H2O

No

Score q6-8 hours until 
patient

 is 72 hours old

Yes
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LEGAL DISCLAIMER: The information provided by Dell Children s Medical Center (DCMC), including but not limited to Clinical
Pathways and Guidelines, protocols and outcome data, (collectively the "Information") is presented for the purpose of educating patients and providers
on various medical treatment and management. The Information should not be relied upon as complete or accurate; nor should it be relied on
to suggest a course of treatment for a particular patient. The Clinical Pathways and Guidelines are intended to assist physicians and other
health care providers in clinical decision-making by describing a range of generally acceptable approaches for the diagnosis, management, or
prevention of specific diseases or conditions. These guidelines should not be considered inclusive of all proper methods of care or exclusive of other
methods of care reasonably directed at obtaining the same results. The ultimate judgment regarding care of a particular patient must be made by the
physician in light of the individual circumstances presented by the patient. DCMC shall not be liable for direct, indirect, special, incidental or
consequential damages related to the user's decision to use this information contained herein.
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